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The beauty of music has added value
to our lives and to our community
for over 90 years.

Hunt Companies is honored

to support the
El Paso Symphony Orchestra.
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The El Paso Symphony Orchestra Association
dedicates the

2025-2026 El Paso Symphony Season
in memory of

-
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We are infinitely thankful and blessed to have had
Angelin the EPSO family.

Angel served several terms on the
EPSO Board of Trustees beginning in
2002. He was a passionate
advocate for the Symphony’s
Tocando Music Project, which
provides free after-school music
lessons in the Segundo Barrio.

Angel and his wonderful wife,
Rosalia, shared a love for
classical music and were
dedicated supporters of young
musicians. Together, they conceived “Tomatoville,” a
successful fundraiser for Tocando, which they hosted for
many years in their beautiful garden.

He was a kind, compassionate, and generous man. His light
shone brightly. We will miss him greatly.
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Director’s Welcome

The El Paso Symphony Orchestra is celebrating its 95th anniversary, a
testament to nearly a century of musical excellence. This milestone reflects
the dedication of its patrons, conductors, musicians, and staff, along with
generous sponsors, all contributing to EPSO’s vibrant history and ongoing

success.

| want to take this opportunity to share some of the highlights of EPSO’s past
95 years:

The El Paso Symphony Orchestra’s journey began in 1893, establishing
itself permanently in 1931.
On January 26, 1931, H. Arthur Brown conducted his first concert with
the EPSO at the Scottish Rite Temple Auditorium.
Local businessman and musician Dorrance D. Roderick founded the El Paso Symphony Orchestra Association
after hearing Maestro Brown'’s final concert of his first season on the radio.
In 1936, KTSM radio commemorated Texas' 100 years of independence by broadcasting an EPSO concert at the
Plaza Theatre for a national audience through the NBC radio network.
EPSO went on the air for the second time nationally when radio station KROD, a member of the (BS network,
formally opened its station in June 1940.
In 1941, EPSO concerts moved to Liberty Hall.
In 1951, young Italian violinist and conductor Orlando Barera took over the podium for the next 20 seasons.
William Kirschke took the helm in October 1972 for the next three seasons.
In 1975, the EPSO moved to the Civic Center Theatre, now known as the Abraham Chavez Theatre.
On March 1975, native son Abraham Chavez, Jr., was appointed as the new Music Director.

«  Giirer Aykal succeeded Maestro Chavez in 1992.
Led by Maestro Aykal, EPSO undertook its first European Tour in 1996, performing to sold-out houses in
Germany, followed by a successful tour of Turkey in 2000.
Sarah loannides became EPSO’s first female conductor in 2005.
El Paso Symphony Youth Orchestra was established in 2005. Since the beginning, 100% of all EPSYO seniors have
graduated from high school and continue to college.

« In2006, EPSO concerts moved to the historic Plaza Theatre.
Following a 2-year search, Bohuslav Rattay was named EPSO’s Music Director in 2013.
EPSO launched the TOCANDO Music Project in 2013 as a free after-school program at Hart Elementary School,
which now serves all elementary and middle schools in the Bowie High School feeder pattern.

As Texas's longest-running symphony, we are dedicated to preserving our legacy and proudly continue to serve
the rich and diverse community of El Paso through beautiful music. Thank you for joining us tonight. Enjoy the

performance by El Paso’s finest musicians under the baton of our dynamic leader, Bohuslav Rattay!

Warmest regards,

Prcrh $000,8

Ruth Ellen Jacobson/Executive Director
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Does your retirement '\
plan need a conductor?

Your organization’s retirement plan is one of the most
valuable benefits you can offer to your employees. HUB’s
retirement plan consulting team helps make sure it’s
hitting all the right notes. The result is an effective, well-
run retirement plan that attracts and retains talented
employees, lightens your administrative workload and
reduces your fiduciary stress.

Contact me for a complimentary review of your
organization’s retirement plan

Joe Conzelman, MS, CRPS®, CPFA
Vice President | Retirement Plan Advisor
HUB Retirement and Wealth Management
joe.conzelman@hubinternational.com
Direct: 915-206-6034

Mobile: 832-797-4617

hubrpw.com

?

Proud to support the El Paso Symphony Orchestra

HUB Retirement and Private Wealth employees are Registered Representatives of and
offer Securities and Advisory services through various Broker Dealers and Registered
Investment Advisors, which may or may not be affiliated with HUB International.
Insurance services are offered through HUB International, an affiliate. Consult your HUB
representative for additional information about the provision of specific securities,
investment advisory, and insurance services.
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FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE...

The ElI Paso Symphony Theatre Box
Office, located in the Plaza Theatre,
is open every Friday of concert week
from 5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., and on
Saturdays of concert week from 4:00
p.m. - 8:00 p.m. You may continue

to purchase tickets by telephone on
these two days through the EPSO
Ticket Hotline, (915) 532-EPSO (532-
3776). Ticket exchanges or purchase
of additional tickets on both concert
days will be handled at the theater box
office. The El Paso Symphony office
is located in the Abraham Chavez
Theatre, One Civic Center Plaza, El
Paso, Texas 79901.

Tickets are available online at
www.epso.org or ticketmaster.com

Scan to Buy Tickets




EPSO Season Calendar

SEPTEMBER 13

7:00p.m.  95th Anniversary Gala — El Paso Country Club
Honoring Marlene Stewart, El Paso Patron
ofthe Arts Award

SEPTEMBER 17
11:30am.  Gold Medal Piano Recital — 821 Rim Road
Avristo Sham, 2025 Cliburn Gold Medal Winner

SEPTEMBER 19/20
6:30pm.  “Opening Notes”— Philanthropy Theatre
7:30pm.  “Van Clibum Gold”— PlazaTheatre
Bohuslav Rattay, Conductor
Avristo Sham, Piano

OCTOBER 17/18
6:30pm.  “Opening Notes”— Philanthropy Theatre
730pm.  “Space Odyssey”—Plaza Theatre
Bohuslav Rattay, Conductor
UTEP Concert Chorale

NOVEMBER 2
3:00pm.  EPSYOFall Concert — Abraham Chavez Theatre

NOVEMBER 8
7.00pm.  JurassicParkin Concert
PlazaTheatre

DECEMBER 5/6
6:30pm.  “Opening Notes”— Philanthropy Theatre
7:30pm.  “AChristmas Fantasia”— PlazaTheatre
Bohuslav Rattay, Conductor
UTEP Choral Union

JANUARY 23/24

6:30pm.  “Opening Notes”— Philanthropy Theatre

7:30pm.  “Majestic Rhythms”— PlazaTheatre
Bohuslav Rattay, Conductor
Matthew Vera, Violin

FEBRUARY 1
3:00pm.  EPSYOWinter Concert — Abraham Chavez Theatre

FEBRUARY 3/4/5
10:30a.m.  Young People’s Concerts
12:30p.m.  Abraham ChavezTheatre

FEBRUARY 27/28
6:30pm.  “Opening Notes”— Philanthropy Theatre

7:30pm.  “The Seventh Symphonies, Classical Poetry”
Plaza Theatre
Bohuslav Rattay, Conductor
MARCH 7
11:30am. Peterand the Wolf — Plaza Theatre
MARCH 29
3.00pm. EPSO&EPSYO

Side by Side Concert — Abraham Chavez Theatre

APRIL 6 March Madness Fundraiser
11:00a.m. GolfTournament

6:00pm.  Dinner & NCAA Men's Baskethall
Championship Game
APRIL 24/25
6:30pm.  “Opening Notes’— Philanthropy Theatre
730pm.  “Carmina!”— Plaza Theatre
Bohuslav Rattay, Conductor
UTEP Choral Union
MAY 17
3:00pm.  EPSYOFinal Concert— Plaza Theatre

1UNED

to upcoming EPSO concerts,
reminders and parking alerts.
Simply text the word

“reminder” to (915) 532-3776

or scan QR Code




Concert & Ticket Tips

Here is some helpful information to help you
understand the structure of the evening’s program
and make your experience at the concert even more
enjoyable and satisfying.

All program pages are structured in the same
manner to help you follow the music (see pages 19,
29and 37):

« The composer’s name is listed first in bold face type.

* The piece of music is listed just below the
composer’s name in italic.

« Movements, if any, follow in smaller reqular type.
Movements are like chapters in a book. They
usually have a short pause between them. Itisn’t
complete until all the chapters have been read.
The conductor may keep his hands raised between
movements indicating that the piece is not over.

* When the piece is over, the conductor will lower the
baton completely and turn to face the audience.

* Please feel free to show your appreciation at the
end of the piece.

« Interested in gaining more insight into the
evening’s program? Attend “Opening Notes”in the
Philanthropy Theatre at 6:30 p.m. This series of
pre-concert talks gives you the inside scoop on the
composers, compositions and guest artists.

TICKET TIPS & POLICIES

The Symphony Box Office is located in front of
the Plaza Theatre. Hours are (concert days only)
Fridays from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and Saturdays
from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The Box Office phone
number is (915) 231-1100. The street address is:

The Plaza Theatre
125 Pioneer Plaza
El Paso, Texas 79901

The Symphony Office, located at the Abraham
Chavez Theatre, is open Monday through Friday
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The Symphony phone
number is (915) 532-3776.

SINGLE TICKETS go on sale two weeks prior to each
concert. Tickets may be purchased over the phone
at (915) 532-3776, any Ticketmaster outlet or

online at www.epso.org.

TICKET EXCHANGES are offered for the convenience
of season ticket holders. Tickets may be exchanged
for another performance of the same program by
calling the symphony office at (915) 532-3776 at
least 24 hours before the concert for which they
are held.

FLEX PASSES may be redeemed at the symphony
office or the theater box office. Flex Tickets may be
redeemed by mail after the pass has been received
by the symphony office.

GROUP TICKETS are available at a substantial
discount for groups of ten of more. Call (915)
532-3776 for more information. All tickets are non-
refundable.

EMPTY SEATS DON'T APPLAUD! If you cannot attend
a concert for which you have tickets, please return
them to the symphony office. The value of your
ticket will be acknowledged as a contribution, but
more importantly, your seat can be occupied by
another person. Ticket returns are accepted until
concert time by calling (915) 532-3776 or mailing
your tickets to the Symphony Office, P.0. Box 180,
El Paso, Texas 79942.

EPSO ADMINISTRATION

Ruth Ellen Jacobson, Executive Director

Bohuslav Rattay, Music Director

James Welsch, Associate Conductor

Linda Fischer, Business Manager

Rosemary Flores, Operations Manager

Diana de la Torre, Ticket Manager

Pamela Jean Kihnley, Director of Fund Development
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Chair’s Greeting

On behalf of the El Paso Symphony Orchestra (EPSO), | am excited to
welcome you to our 95th anniversary season. The El Paso Symphony
Orchestra is the longest continuously running orchestra in the State of
Texas. This would not be possible without the incredible management and
leadership of Executive Director Ruth Ellen Jacobson and her professional
staff. The EPSO is a unique gem in this binational community on the
border, and we are proud of this distinction of bringing live music to the
borderland for many generations of listeners.

I am honored to serve the EPSO, which greatly contributes to El Paso’s
cultural image and quality of life. It celebrates our region’s unique
multi-cultural heritage through exceptional programming and exciting
talent. The EPSO enhances the diverse fabric of El Paso, making it more
attractive as a growing destination in America.

The Board of Trustees and | are committed to ensuring that we have a vibrant symphony for years to come. We take
our role as financial stewards very seriously. We are truly blessed to have such talented musicians in our community
who come together to perform for the benefit of El Paso. Together with our extremely talented conductor, Maestro
Bohuslav Rattay, and the EPSO Artistic Advisement Committee, we strive to create engaging entertainment for our
community.

Additionally, EPSO fulfills a vital educational role through our many outreach programs, which reach over 90,000
adults, students and seniors each year. | am proud to have chaired the board of one of EPSO’s two signature
educational programs, Tocando Music Project, for a few years. Tocando provides free after-school music instruction
in the heart of the Segundo Barrio. The other vibrant and largest EPSO youth component is the El Paso Symphony
Youth Orchestras, which serves over 300 students annually. The students in both programs receive daily or weekly
instruction and perform in various venues throughout the city.

On behalf of the EPSO Association Board of Trustees, thank you for your support of our incredible symphony. Itis
because of YOU that we continue to introduce new audiences to powerful live performances of the classics and more.
We hope you enjoy this season, which promises to offer a rich cultural experience and bring you joy through the music
of the El Paso Symphony Orchestra!

Warmest Regards,

Max Villaronga
Chairman, EPSOA Board of Trustees



EPSOA Board of Trustees

CHAIR CHAIR-ELECT
Max Villaronga Gary McCroy

VICE PRESIDENTS
Debbie Hand - Financial Development
Michael Montes — VP Finance and Administration
Michele Miller — VP Marketing
Victoria Panetta — VP Marketing
Sue Woo — VP Audience Development
Andres Sandoval — VP Artistic Advisement
Scott Felix — VP Education & Community Engagement
Lisa Elbjorn - Secretary
C.B. Burns - Member At-Large
Joe Conzelman - Member At-Large
Jeffrey Weikert - Member At-Large
Secret Wherrett - Member At-Large

IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIRMAN
Marise Textor

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Arlene Carroll
Jessica Christianson
Tomas De Leon
Ruben Hernandez
Adolfo Torres, Jr.

HONORARY TRUSTEES
Marlene Stewart

EX-OFFICIOS
Kerry Ellison, El Paso Symphony Foundation Chair
Jennifer Woo, El Paso Symphony Youth Orchestras Chair



EPSO Musicians

BOHUSLAV RATTAY
Music Director

Sue & Dr. Doug Woo Director’s Chair

JAMES WELSCH
Associate Conductor

FIRST VIOLINS
Matthew Vera
Concertmaster
Stephanie Meyers
Associate Concertmaster
Dr. & Mrs. W. J. Strader Chair
Brigid McCarthy
Assistant Concertmaster
Cristina Leony
Vicki & John Hamilton Chair
Vanessa Cedillos
Jasmine Vazquez
Stephen Nordstrom
Doug Schwartz Chair
Leslee Way
Diana Gilliland
Anita & Elliott Werner Chair
Allegra Artis
Sahid Palacios

SECOND VIOLINS
Ana Maria Quintero Munoz
Principal
Novamex Chair
Roberto Jurado
Assistant Principal
Dr. Radosveta & James Wells Chair
LeAnn Isaac
Debbie Hand Chair
Elizabeth Zamora
Adria Dunn Harris
Cindy Cabada
Shelly Wood
Cody Fineron
Preston Griffith
Fehérlé Gortva Scheibel
Kevin Navarro
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VIOLAS
Lora Ortega

Principal
Susan Hernandez,

Assistant Principal

Doris Poessiger Chair
Mara Arredondo

Marise & Roy Textor Chair
Monica Arredondo

Marise & Roy Textor Chair
Jessica Lane
Laura Campbell
Elisabeth Greene
Karoline Leal

CELLOS
James Carney
Principal
Mrs. Robert M. Graham, Sr. Foundation Chair
Jorge Espinoza
Assistant Principal
Michael Way
Rodrigo Maldonado
Erin Eyles Espinoza
Nathan Black
Mr. & Mrs. Max Villaronga Chair
Hyerim Mapp
Alina Vazquez

BASSES
lan Narlock
Principal
Paige & Chris Buechley Chair
Robert Taylor
Assistant Principals
William Scholten
Darrell Downey
Linda A. Shubeck & Darrel W. Dodson Chair
Tyler Valadez
Erick Rios

FLUTES
Mafer Guglielmina
Principal
Joy Zalkind
Deborah G. Hamlyn Chair
Cassandra Gunn



OBOES
Kaylin McClafferty
Principal
Becky & Bill Holmes Chair
Kevin Lett
Frank Renteria

CLARINETS

James Logan

Principal

Wilma Salzman Chair
Stephen Savage
Conrad Salazar

BASSOONS

Cara Luffey
Principal

Diego Delgado

Bryan Chin-Foon

HORNS
Frank Juarez

Principal
Nancy Joy

William & Beverly Weston Chair
John Groves

Assistant Principal

Drs. Jie Wu & Miguel Terrazas Chair
Steven Phan

TRUMPETS
Nancy Taylor
Principal
Blake, Nicole & Sue Anderson Chair
Jacob Dalager
Paul McLaughlin

TROMBONES
Sander Schiller
Principal
Carl Russell Chair
Dawid Mzyk
Steve Wilson

TUBA
Clinton Sims
Principal
Daniel R. Tovar, LPC NCC & Leo Feuerstein Chair

HARP

Anna Hamrick

Principal

Linda A. Shubeck & Darrel W. Dodson Chair

KEYBOARD
Dena Kay Jones
Principal
Southwest Retina Consultants Chair

TIMPANI
Larry White
Principal
Linda and Kerry Ellison Chair

PERCUSSION

Leandro Valenzuela
Principal

Deborah Eichholz Lain

Mark Saenz

ORGAN*
Richard Garvin
Principal

CHORUS MASTER
Dr. Elisa Fraser Wilson

PERSONNEL MANAGER
LeAnn Isaac
Debbie Hand Chair

LIBRARIAN
Michael Way

STAGE MANAGER
Steve Ligorio

Lu Padula

*October Concert
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Music Director

Celebrated Czech-American
conductor Bohuslav Rattay
emerges as a vibrant global envoy
for classical music, enchanting
audiences across the world with his
masterful and inspired leadership
of symphonic works. Presently
holding the esteemed positions

of Music Director for both the El
Paso Symphony Orchestra and the
Midland Symphony Orchestra of
Michigan, he is widely regarded

as a prodigious talent of his

era. Mr. Rattay fuses passionate,
virtuosic artistry with an unyielding
dedication to bringing the beauty
of music to every corner of society.

With an innovative vision, Mr.
Rattay seamlessly weaves together
the timeless traditions and bold

12

innovations of classical music,
creating performances that are

both electrifying and refreshingly
original. He crafts imaginative concert
programs, enhanced with interactive
audience dialogues and cutting-edge
multimedia, offering a captivating
and immersive experience. His
profound connection to the

classics, especially the evocative
musical legacy of his Bohemian
roots, has earned him widespread
acclaim. Critics have hailed his

work with phrases like “Rattay is the
quintessential guide for Tchaikovsky’s
Fourth” (Charleston Today) and

the poetic tribute, “Observing him
conduct is akin to watching an

artist paint vivid scenes in sync with
living music on a vast canvas” (E/
Paso Times). His thoughtfully diverse
programming strikes a chord with

a wide array of listeners, delighting
devoted fans while cultivating a new
wave of symphony enthusiasts.

Globally revered, Mr. Rattay is
acclaimed for his inventive and
deeply moving interpretations,
earning praise for his “vibrant”
performances and “refined flair”
(Charleston City Paper), his orchestra-
directing “contagious enthusiasm and
dynamism” (Midland Daily News), and
his distinctive artistry that imparts
a“personal vision... destined to
resonate for generations” (Duluth
News Tribune). His commanding



presence has graced renowned
stages as a guest conductor,
including the Colorado Symphony,
Duluth-Superior Symphony,
Lubbock Symphony Orchestra,
Bogotd Sinfénica de Colombia,
Antalya Symphony in Turkey,

Teplice Philharmonic, and Karlovy
Vary Symphony in his native Czech
Republic. Recent highlights feature
collaborations with the Virginia
Symphony, West Michigan Symphony,
Irving Symphony Orchestra, Prague’s
Dvoiak Symphony Orchestra, and
the Charleston (SC) Symphony,
where he received resounding
critical acclaim. He has also led

the National Symphony Orchestra
through the National Conducting
Institute and was selected for the
prestigious Conducting Fellowship by
the American Symphony Orchestra
League.

A passionate advocate for education,
Mr. Rattay inspires young musicians
as a dedicated educator. Appointed
to the music faculty at the University
of Texas at El Paso, he has previously
enriched the academic communities
of the College of William and Mary,
Ball State University, and numerous
youth orchestras throughout the
United States. His youthful vigor,
combined with his extraordinary
conducting expertise, positions him
as a highly influential and motivating
mentor.

Mr. Rattay’s impressive educational
background includes degrees from
the Prague Conservatory, Rice
University, and the Peabody Institute
of Music. He attributes his remarkable
growth to the profound influence of
mentors Gustav Meier, Larry Rachleff,
Benjamin Kamins, and Neeme Jarvi.

Have you noticed the red bands around
the conductor’s podium and some

orchestra chairs?

These represent a Chair Sponsorship by

an individual or corporation.

Chair sponsorships not only support the
EPSO operating budget, but helps our
musicians feel valued and appreciated.
HELP US BAND
EVERY CHAIR RED!

Call the symphony office (915) 532-3776

for more information.

Ellen Gulbas
Owner N /
N

Vanities

Jewelry & Gifts, Inc.

7933 N. Mesa, Suite N
E( Paso, TX 79932

qulbasvanities@aol.com

Phone 915-584-1183
Fax 915-584-3050
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Licensed Real Estate Agent

(915) 491-2469 Cell
(915)833-6111 Office

855 N. Resler #C
El Paso TX 79912

debbhand @aol.com www.sandymesser.com

ms. (21
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PEfA BRrIONES M CDANIEL & CoO.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

Proud Supporters of the El Paso Symphony Orchestra

4171 N. Mesa, Suite B100 El Paso, Texas 79902-1498
Phone: 915.542.1733 Fax: 915.544.5440 Email: cpa@cpaelpaso.com

AL/
"W,

FRIDAY NIGHT

V-

M-

Fridays at 10:00PM Saturdays at 6:00PM Sundays at 11:00PM

Tune in to 88.5 FM or visit ktep.org




EPSYO members perform exciting symphonic music in El Paso’s finest
concert halls and get the opportunity to learn from EPSO musicians
in small and large group settings. The EPSYO accepts students
between the ages of 8 and 22 with at least one year of musical study.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED
ON A YEAR-ROUND BASIS. JOIN US ON STAGE!

EPSYO 2025-2026 CONCERT SERIES

NOVEMBER 2, 2025 MARCH 29, 2026
FALL CONCERT SIDE BY SIDE CONCERT
3:00pm Abraham Chavez Theatre 3:00pm Abraham Chavez Theatre
featuring EPSO, EPSYO and TOCANDO
FEBRUARY 1, 2026 MAY 17, 2026
WINTER CONCERT FINAL CONCERT
3:00pm Abraham Theatre 3:00pm Plaza Theatre

www.epsyo.org + 915.525.8978 - info@epsyos.org
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THE EL PASO SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 43

is pleased to honor i
/’/
A El Paso Patron of the Arts
‘| Award :

In appreciation of her 40+
years of exemplary
leadership, devotion and
unwavering support of the
arts in our community. We
honor her contributions and-.
celebrate her legacy.

[hert yeul



THE MARLENE & J.O. STEWART, JR. FOUNDATION
SEPTEMBER CONCERT SPONSOR

A vibrant symphony orchestra is a valuable asset for any city, and El
Paso has enjoyed over 100 years of exceptional concert music. The
dedication of our musicians, along with the collaboration of our board
of trustees, demonstrates the commitment of this important cultural
effort.

The Stewart Family Foundation is proud to be part of this mission. The
music education offered by our various independent school districts
and the University of Texas at El Paso provides quality training in
classical, jazz, pop, folk, rock, and the dynamic music of our traditional
Hispanic culture that is second to none.

We want to express our gratitude to the educational boards, faculty
members, private music teachers, and private sector supporters who
make this possible. Congratulations to the El Paso Symphony Orchestra
on its 95th anniversary! Thank you for gifting our great city with
wonderful music!

Marlene T James Stewart

TN




September Guest Artist

ARISTO SHAM

Gold Medalist - 2025 Van Cliburn
International Piano Competition

Pianist Aristo Sham exudes astounding
intellect and a deep emotional
resonance; a cultivated sophistication
and an immediately engaging presence;
a penchant to take on the great
monuments of the piano repertoire and
a natural, infectious spontaneity. This
makeup is fueled by a fascination with
the world and its rich cultures: he was
an international prodigy, is a voracious
student of wide-ranging interests, and
currently splits his time between three
continents.
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At the 2025 Van Cliburn International
Piano Competition, Aristo found his
breakthrough moment, taking home
both the gold medal and the audience
award. And the critics showered him with
imaginative praise, calling him “a marvel
of deft characterization,”“consistently
authoritative,"“a card-carrying risk taker,”
“a dapper, aristocratic figure on stage,"“a
pianist | look forward to hearing again”
(The Dallas Morning News, Gramophone,
Texas Classical Voice). In just two months,
he was mentioned in more than 800 news
articles, and his Cliburn performance
videos were streamed 2 million times
across 125 countries.

Aristo was featured in the 2009
documentary The World’s Greatest
Musical Prodigies on Channel 4 (UK) and
has performed for royalty including

King Charles. He has concertized across
Asia, Europe, and the United States,

with major highlights including the
London Symphony Orchestra under Sir
Simon Rattle, Hong Kong Philharmonic
Orchestra under Edo de Waart, Orchestre
de Chambre de Lausanne, and Minnesota
Orchestra. His 2025-2026 debut season
as Cliburn winner includes a major tour of
Asia through Hong Kong, Taiwan, China,
and South Korea, and recitals across the
United States.

Aristo Sham is represented by the Cliburn.

Scan to Buy Tickets




September Program

Friday, September 19, 2025
Saturday, September 20, 2025
7:30 p.m. Plaza Theatre

BOHUSLAV RATTAY, Conductor
ARISTO SHAM, Piano

MIKHAIL GLINKA
Ruslan and Ludmilla Overture

EDVARD GRIEG
Piano Concerto in A minor, op. 16
Allegro molto moderato
Adagio
Allegro moderato molto e marcato

INTERMISSION
PYOTR ILYICH TCHAIKOVSKY
Symphony No. 4 in F minor, op. 36
Andante sostenuto
Andantino in modo di canzona
Scherzo: Pizzicato ostinato
Finale: Allegro con fuoco
Mr. Sham appears by arrangement with the Cliburn.

Programs and artists are subject to change.

Generously sponsored by
The Marlene & J.O. Stewart, Jr. Foundation

With the support of the Museums and Cultural Affairs Department,
the Texas Commission on the Arts and the National Endowment for the Arts.
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September Program Notes

Mikhail Glinka
Born June 1, 1804 - Novospasskoe, Russia
Died February 15, 1857 - Berlin, Germany

Ruslan and Ludmilla Overture

Opera is art on the grandest scale, a
combination of them all on one stage:
Vocal music, instrumental music,
choreography, visual art, and literature. It
is a remarkable achievement of human
creativity, but it can be a double-edged
sword. Even the lightest, most efficient
opera productions can require immense
preparation, which in and of itself should
be celebrated. The result is an unmatched
medium that comes at the price of
manpower and patience.

Fortunately for opera lovers, the genre
has crept into other channels of the

art music industry. Opera overtures,
non-staged music-only introductions,
have become some of the most popular
ways to open symphony orchestra
concerts. They also offer hors d'oeuvres
for what we might find across the street at
the opera house.

Mikhail Glinka’s four-and-a-half-hour
Ruslan and Ludmilla (1842) is not
performed much today, but its overture
has become a modern delight. This five-
minute spitfire of an overture has been
extensively recorded and remains ever-
reliable programming for both youth and
professional orchestras.

A great overture is a priceless tool for

a composer; it grabs the audience’s
attention and prepares them for the full
story. In the case of Ruslan and Ludmilla,
it is a Russian take on a damsel in distress
and a knight in shining armor.

Edvard Grieg

Born June 15, 1843 — Bergen, Norway
Died September 4, 1907 - Bergen,
Norway

Piano Concerto in A minor, op. 16
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Today’s pop music industry revolves
around catchy singles that can

top Billboard charts for extended
periods of time, seeing millions, if not
billions, of plays on music streaming
services. However, before the era

of recordings, when music was only
experienced live and face-to-face,
another sort of music was getting
listeners excited.

Concertos offer an impressive spectacle
as well as a sonic experience. Obsession
with technique and physical possibilities
has been a mainstay of music for
hundreds of years, leading to a modern
industry driven by tremendous talent. It
can be difficult to find a symphony
orchestra concert that doesn’t have a
concerto on the bill, and that’s just what
makes classical music such a precious
commodity. There are things you can
experience in the concert hall that simply
aren’t thought of much in modern pop
music production.

Many of the world’s most famous
concerti have been scored for the

piano. Being an instrument of nearly
unlimited technical capability and an
enormous range, the piano fits the bill
for any occasion, especially one that

is meant to impress. Piano concerti of
Mozart, Beethoven, Tchaikovsky, and
Rachmaninoff remain some of the most
exciting classical music today and can be
heard live easily year-round. However,
occasionally there are works that achieve
success through unconventional means,
or in this case, not trying to impress “too”
much.

Edvard Grieg’s Piano Concerto in A
Minor, op. 16 is a gem. Composed in
1868, it is the Nordic pianist’s only
piano concerto, written while he was
still a student. Today, it remains Grieg’s
most popular piece, right alongside his
timeless Peer Gynt Suite No. 1.

Grieg's Piano Concerto relies on
melody to deliver its charm. Yes, a
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live performance is impressive to
behold, but the work’s brilliance is not
in the skills it requires of its pianist,
but in its musical storytelling. Itis an
effortless listen as each movement
communicates its emotions clearly
and concisely. Approachable is an
understatement — Grieg achieved a
rare feat, music that is so charming it
transcends its genre and makes you
forget you're there to be impressed.

Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky

Born May 7, 1840 - Votkinsky, Russia
Died November 6, 1893 - St. Petersburg,
Russia

Symphony No. 4 in F minor, op. 36

Tchaikovsky’s symphonies represent

an unfortunate reality in today’s
programming practices within

the genre. Having composed

seven in total, fewer than half of
Tchaikovsky’s symphonies see regular
performance. Today, composers across
the classical, romantic, and modernist
periods have fallen victim to this pattern.

The classical era sees this pattern as well,
a perfect example being the prolific
Joseph Haydn, whose contribution of
one hundred and four works within the
symphony genre alone makes him one
of the greatest contributors to Western
music. Out of all those symphonies, it
would be a challenge for an enthusiast to
name just ten that they may have heard
live.

The only major symphonist who

has avoided this fate is Beethoven,

whose nine symphonies all see
programming. This is understandable,
being they provide an audible timeline
for one of history’s most crucial periods of
musical transformation.

Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky’s symphonies
take this practice to a bizarre

level. Contrary to popular belief,
Tchaikovsky composed seven

symphonies, not six. Most are not
familiar with Manfred: Symphony in

Four Scenes, or simply the Manfred
Symphony. It was completed in 1885,
lying between the composer’s fourth and
fifth symphonies. Although Tchaikovsky
himself considered Manfred a full-
fledged symphony, it is rarely performed
today and is often ignored completely
when discussing the composer’s other
symphonies.

Out of Tchaikovsky'’s six well-known
symphonies, numbers four, five, and six
are programmed far more than the first
three. This separation can be attributed
to Symphony No. 4 in F Minor, op. 36,
completed in 1878. The fourth symphony
marks a turning point in Tchaikovsky’s
output — a grand collection of high
emotion and drama that would remain
the composer’s staple until he died in
1893.

Symphony No. 4 is a superb example

of the evolving romantic style. Its

vast first movement contains endless
dramatic assaults that can make its nearly
20-minute run time feel like an entire
first act of an opera. And separate from
the context, Tchaikovsky pushes the
limits of musical construction, taking
the guidelines and boundaries of the
traditional “sonata-allegro form” and
pushing them further than ever before.

Like the many other composers

with several symphonies to choose

from, nothing negative is preventing
Tchaikovsky’s earlier opuses from seeing
more limelight. However, the thirst for
what many see as Tchaikovsky's signature
style is difficult to overcome.

Nathan Black is the music director of the
El Paso Symphony Youth Orchestras and
a section cellist in the El Paso Symphony
Orchestra. In addition, he produces and
hosts 88.5 FM KTEP’s El Paso Symphony
Orchestra Broadcast and is the resident
lecturer of EPSO’s “Opening Notes” series.
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EL PASO SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA presents

Saturday, March 7, 2026
1:30 pm | Plaza Theatre

Experience the timeless magic of this symphonic fairytale
Prokofiev's classic Peter and the Wolf.

The story follows young Peter, who ventures into the forest,
befriending a bird, a duck, and a cat. Together, they encounter
the wolf. Each character is brought to life through various
instruments in the orchestra.

Presented in collaboration with L . .‘ ‘ ‘ ‘

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

Generously sponsored by

PANETTA VILLAREAL FOUNDATION

=

&
AGUA L Crytal

Information at www.epso.org



Experience 3 Generations of
Personal Commitment to
Professional Services!

Christopher Woo
915.850.8898
cbwoo45@icloud.com

Jennifer Woo
915.539.6132
jenawoo@gmail.com

Sue Woo
915.740.5600
suejfw@aol.com

Messer

ASSOCIATES @ n!.,y
www.sandymesser.com . MLS.
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Lauterbach, Borschow & Co. is proud
to support the El Paso Symphony Orchestra.

LAUTERBACH
BORSCHOW

Ib-cpa.com - 4130 Rio Bravo Street
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El Paso Symphony Orchestra ¥

Young People’s Goncerts

February 3,4, 5, 2026
10:30am & 12:30pm
Abraham Chavez Theatre

The Orchestra Swings

The El Paso Electric Young People’s Concerts, now in their 86th
season, are presented free to all area 5" grade students.
Approximately 12,000 students are bused downtown to the Abraham
Chavez Theatre by the various school districts where they are treated to
concerts performed especially for them.

This year the El Paso Symphony Orchestra is pleased to present,

for the 14th year, CARNEGIE HALL'S LINK UP PROGRAM.

GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY

PANETTA VILLAREAL FOUNDATION

g & ¢ -

DUCK = A
Booge
AGUA e W
PARTIALLY FUNDED BY
Apteckar Foundation Hunt Family Foundation
The Cardwell Foundation Huthsteiner Fine Arts Trust
El Paso Independent School District Robert E. & Evelyn McKee Foundation
Sue Smith Harrison Family Foundation Moleen Foundation
Hervey Foundation Shiloff Family Foundation

Texas Commission on the Arts



JURASSIC PARK

IN CONCERT

Featuring visually stunning imagery and groundbreaking special
effects, the action-packed adventure of Jurassic Park pits man against
prehistoric predators in the ultimate battle for survival.

Experience it now, projected in HD with a full symphony orchestra
performing John Williams’ iconic score live to picture.

% SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2025

Plaza Theatre, 7:00pm
with EL Paso Symphony Orchestra
James O. Welsch, Conductor

BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW!

ticketmaster
915.532.3776

© UCS LLC and Amblin

um%?sn e AMBLIN
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October Special Guest

DR. ELISA FRASER WILSON

Dr. Elisa Fraser Wilson is Director of Choral
Activities at The University of Texas at El
Paso, where she conducts the Concert
Chorale and Chamber Singers and
directs the graduate program in choral
conducting. She is also conductor of the
UTEP Children’s Choir and chorusmaster
for the El Paso Symphony Orchestra and
El Paso Opera. Dr. Wilson has conducted
numerous collegiate, secondary,

and community choirs, including
children’s, jazz and show choirs, and is

a reqular clinician/adjudicator for local,
regional, and national festivals. She has
coordinated and directed choruses for
UTEP performance residencies in the
kingdom of Bhutan and Leeds, England,
and her choirs have been invited

to perform at the Big 12 Trombone
Conference and the TMEA Annual Clinic/
Convention. Dr. Wilson completed
degrees in Choral Music Education, Voice
Performance, and Choral Conducting and
Literature from the University of lllinois
at Urbana/Champaign (BS and DMA) and
Wichita State University (MM).

Dr. Wilson will direct the UTEP Concert
Chorale at the El Paso Symphony’s
October Classical Concerts and the UTEP
Choral Union in the December and April
Classical Concerts.
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RICHARD GARVEN

Richard Garven is a third-generation

El Pasoan and Organist-Choirmaster
Emeritus at the Church of St. Clement
after serving 40 years. He also taught
instrumental music for the El Paso
Independent School District for 37 years.
He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from
Pasadena College (Point Loma University)
and a master’s from the University

of North Texas. Rick also earned the
A.A.G.O. degree from the American

Guild of Organists and did postgraduate
study at Westminster Choir College. He

is a member of the American Guild of
Organists and the Association of Anglican
Musicians. He is also the organist

for the El Paso Symphony Orchestra

and performs annually in the El Paso
Community Plaza Classic Film Festival.

Scan to Buy Tickets




October Program

Friday, October 17, 2025
Saturday, October 18, 2025
7:30 p.m. Plaza Theatre

BOHUSLAV RATTAY, Conductor
UTEP CONCERT CHORALE

JOHN WILLIAMS
Adventures on Earth (E.T)

ERICWHITACRE
Deep Field: The Impossible Magnitude of our Universe
with film

INTERMISSION

RICHARD STRAUSS
Also sprach Zarathustra, Op. 30
Sonnenaufgang (Sunrise)

Von den Hinterweltlern (Of the Backworldsmen)
Von der groBen Sehnsucht (Of the Great Longing)
Von den Freuden und Leidenschaften (Of Joys and Passions)
Das Grablied (The Song of the Grave)

Von der Wissenschaft (Of Science and Learning)
Der Genesende (The Convalescent)

Das Tanzlied (The Dance Song)
Nachtwandlerlied (Song of the Night Wanderer)

Programs and artists are subject to change.

Generously sponsored by

JUDY & KIRK ROBISON

With the support of the Museums and Cultural Affairs Department,
the Texas Commission on the Arts and the National Endowment for the Arts.

29



October Program Notes

Park, and Harry Potter.

John Williams
Born February 8, 1932 - Flushing, New York, NY

Adventures on Earth (E.T.)

It should not need to be said: John
Williams is a remarkable human being. As
we travel through life we often hear
music come and go, some of it managing
to cement itself into our culture and
spend its brief life dominating the realms
of music’s popular sphere. However, no
one living has managed to match the
musical immortality of John Williams. He
has immersed himself in our daily

lives, whether we know it or not, with
scores that bring us immense joy as

we practice a great pastime: watching
movies. Whether it be Indiana Jones, Star
Wars, or E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial, you know
his music, and he's made your life better.

John Williams is 93, which means your
first introduction to his music will
depend on how far back your memory
can stretch. Many consider the music

of Jaws in 1975 to be his debut, but that
is merely William'’s first collaboration
with the great Steven Spielberg. His true
roots reach all the way back to the 1950s
when he studied classical piano at the
Juilliard School and played jazz as Johnny
Williams in the evenings.

He would go by Johnny until the late

‘60s and would land his debut film music
gig in 1958. Daddy-0O, directed by Lou
Place, along with the majority of Williams'
film music over the next 20 years, goes
largely unmentioned today. But his work
as“Johnny Williams” for the many years
before the big films of the Spielberg era is
just as prolific as his music in the mega-
blockbuster films like Home Alone, Jurassic
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Eric Whitacre
Born June 15, 1843 — Bergen, Norway

Deep Field: The Impossible Magnitude
of our Universe

Grammy Award-winning American
composer Eric Whitacre’s symphonic work
Deep Field was inspired by the world’s
most famous space telescope, the Hubble
Space Telescope, which celebrated its
30th year in orbit in 2020, and its greatest
discovery — the iconic Deep Field

image. The film Deep Field: The Impossible
Magnitude of our Universe illuminates the
score by combining Hubble’s stunning
imagery, including never-before-seen
galaxy fly-bys, with bespoke animations
to create an immersive, unforgettable
journey from planet Earth to the furthest
edges of our universe.

The film is a first-of-its-kind collaboration
between composer and conductor Eric
Whitacre and scientists and visualizers
from the Space Telescope Science
Institute. The score and film paint the
incredible story of the Hubble Deep

Field. Turning its gaze to a tiny and
seemingly dark area of space (around one
24-millionths of the sky) for an 11-day-
long period, the Hubble Space Telescope
revealed over 3,000 galaxies that had
never previously been seen, each one
composed of hundreds of billions of stars.
Source: deepfieldfilm.com
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over into assumptions about the music,
leading to Also sprach Zarathustra being
tied to themes of outer space. A common
mistake.

Richard Strauss

Born June 11, 1864 — Munich, Germany
Died September 8, 1949 — Garmisch-
Partenkirchen, Germany

Also sprach Zarathustra, Op. 30

Richard Strauss wrote close to 300
works, but is recognized today for only
a small handful. 26 of Strauss’ pieces
see the stage today, 16 of them being
operas. However, Strauss’legendary
status within late romanticism comes
primarily from his most groundbreaking
music: tone poems.

Tone poems are themed music
performed by an orchestra, free from
staging. Often based on preexisting
material such as books, poems, or plays,
their concept revolves around providing
music to source material that never had
it, and the genre would rise in popularity
throughout the 19th century. No one
would show dominance of the tone
poem more than Richard Strauss; not for
number, but for explosive technique and
sonic assault.

One of Strauss’tone poems stands

out due to its place within popular
culture. In 1968, Stanley Kubrick released
his science-fiction film 20017: A Space
Odyssey, which developed a reputation
as a pillar within the sci-fi genre and set
a new standard for visual effects. The
film's opening credits featured a sunrise
set to the music of Richard Strauss; the
introductory measures of Also sprach
Zarathustra, a tone poem composed in
1896.

2001: A Space Odyssey had an unexpected
consequence for Also sprach Zarathustra.
The science fiction aspect of the film bled

Being a great lover of literature, Richard
Strauss took inspiration from Friedrich
Nietzsche. Also sprach Zarathustra: Ein
Buch fur Alle und Keinen (Thus Spoke
Zarathustra: A Book for All and None) saw
its final form published in 1885. It

was a philosophical fiction released
originally in four separate volumes,
noteworthy for introducing Nietzsche's
most famous ideas, including the “death
of God!” Strauss’ musical setting of Also
sprach Zarathustra is played continuously
without breaks, but contains multiple
movements titled after different major
plot points within Nietzsche's fiction.

Nathan Black is the music director of the
El Paso Symphony Youth Orchestras and
a section cellist in the El Paso Symphony
Orchestra. In addition, he produces and
hosts 88.5 FM KTEP’s El Paso Symphony
Orchestra Broadcast and is the resident
lecturer of EPSO’s “Opening Notes” series.

&7 DO

Want to learn more about the

program, composers
dnd artists?

Join Nathan Black
6:30pm’in the
Pkila\n‘tkropj Theatre prior to

edch classical concert for

OPENING NOTES
31



JUDY & KIRK ROBISON
OCTOBER CONCERT SPONSOR
& : . 25 ey -
The El Paso Symphony Orchestra has been the cultural corner-
stone in our community for 95 years. As we look to the future of

the EPSO, we are encouraged by those who support our talented
musicians and the high musical standards they uphold.

Judy and | are proud to have supported the El Paso Symphony
Orchestra for over 30 years. Judy served as president of the El
Paso Symphony Guild during the 1987-1988 season and was the
chair of the El Paso Symphony Orchestra Board of Trustees
during the 1999-2000 season.

We are committed to continuing to enhance the quality of life
in our community and to supporting the cultural arts that
enrich our lives.

Congratulations E[ Paso Symphony Orchestra on your
95th Anniversary Season!
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-  Photo Credit: The Hubble Deep Fields"
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THANK YOU!

The El Paso Symphony Orchestra gratefully acknowledges the generous contributions of our
sponsors for the 2024-2025 Season. Without the help of organizations such as these, the concert
you are enjoying this evening would not be possible.

Agua
Young People’s Concert Sponsor
Peter and the Wolf Sponsor

Blake, Nicole & Sue Anderson
Principal Trumpet Chair

Marian Apteckar Foundation
Education & Outreach Programs

Paige & Chris Buechley
Principal Bass Chair

Brooks Family Foundation Trust
Operational Support

The Cardwell Foundation
Education & Outreach Programs
Season Sponsor

Crystal Montessori
Young People’s Concert Sponsor
Peter and the Wolf Sponsor

Linda A. Shubeck & Darrel W.
Dodson

Section Bass Chair

Principal Harp Chair

Duck Duck Goose
Young People’s Concert Sponsor
Peter and the Wolf Sponsor

Cesle & Mamie Dues Foundation
Kids in Tune

Linda and Kerry Ellison
Principal Timpani Chair

El Paso Community Foundation
February Classical Concerts

El Paso Live
EPSYO Sponsor

EPISD
Education Programs

Daniel R. Tovar, LPC NCC & Leo
Feuerstein
Principal Tuba Chair

Harry A. Garbar & Annabelle F.
Garbar Fund
Operational Support

Mrs. Robert M. Graham, Sr.
Foundation
Principal Cello Chair

Debbie Hand
Principal Bassoon Chair

Sue Smith Harrison Family
Foundation
Young People’s Concerts

Hervey Foundation
Education & Outreach Program

Walter H. Hightower Foundation
Education & Outreach Programs

Becky & Bill Holmes
Principal Oboe Chair
December Concert Sponsor

Hunt Companies, Inc.
Education & Outreach Programs
Season Sponsor

Huthsteiner Fine Arts Trust
Season Sponsor
Education & Outreach Programs

James, Janie & Mark Keating
Fund
Education & Outreach Programs

Kemp Smith LLP
Season Sponsor

Marathon Petroleum Company
El Paso Symphony Youth Orchestra
Tocando Music Project

McAfee Foundation
Senior Programs

Robert E. & Evelyn McKee
Foundation
Education & Outreach Programs

Mithoff Burton Partners
Season Sponsor

Wilma D. Moleen Foundation
Education & Outreach Programs

Museums and Cultural Affairs
Department
Operational Support

Novamex
Principal 2nd Violin Chair

Mary L. Peyton Foundation
El Paso Symphony Youth Orchestra
Tocando Music Project

PNC Bank
Education & Outreach Programs

Pincus Family Foundation
Tocando Music Project

Raiz Federal Credit Union
March Madness Sponsor

Judy & Kirk Robison
October Classical Concerts

Carl Russell
Principal Trombone Chair

Wilma Salzman
Principal Clarinet Chair

The Shiloff Family Foundation
Education & Outreach Programs

Southwest Retina Consultants
Dr. David C. Metrikin, Dr. Jeremy
R. Cuthbertson, Dr. Dinesh Bahl,
Dr. Richard Hwang & Dr. Daniel
Kasuga

Principal Keyboard Chair

J.J. Smith Foundation
Education & Outreach Programs

Spectrum Technologies
Season Sponsor

The Marlene and J.O. Stewart, Jr.
Foundation
September Classical Concerts

Dr. & Mrs. W.J. Strader
Associate Concertmaster

Texas Commission on the Arts
December Classical Concert
Operational Support

Education & Outreach Programs

Texas Partnership for Out of
School Time
Tocando Music Project

Marise & Roy Textor
Viola Section Chairs

Panetta Villareal Foundation
Young People’s Concert Sponsor
Peter and the Wolf Sponsor

Sue & Dr. Doug Woo
Music Director Underwriter

Scan to Donate Now!
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BILL & BECKY HOLMES
DECEMBER CONCERT SPONSOR

We are proud to support the El Paso Symphony Orchestra
and appreciate the joy it brings to our community.

With every passing season and each dazzling concert, EPSO
performances enchant our diverse audiences, delivering

unforgettable live musical experiences.

We are thrilled to sponsor this year’s December celebration,
"4 Christmas Fantasia," and eagerly anticipate presenting an
enchanting evening filled with holiday joy and festive
spirit for your delight!

We wish you and your family
a beautiful
=3 holiday season!

Holmes




December Program

Friday, December 5, 2025
Saturday, December 6, 2025
7:30 p.m. Plaza Theatre

BOHUSLAV RATTAY, Conductor
UTEP Choral Union

Experience the enchanting fusion of Fantasia
and the spirit of Christmasina
whimsical holiday concert that will
transport you to a world of wonder featuring
the UTEP Choral Union
directed by Dr. Elisa Wilson!

Programs and artists are subject to change.

Generously sponsored by
Becky & Bill Holmes

With the support of the Museums and Cultural Affairs Department,
the Texas Commission on the Arts and the National Endowment for the Arts.
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El Paso Music
Teachers Association

The El Paso Music Teachers Association, an affiliate of Texas Music Teachers Association and
Music Teachers National Association, is a professional organization composed of local music
teachers. The following activities are available to member teachers and their students:

« Solo Festival  World of Music-Music
Appreciation Course
 Boys Recital . OTeach‘r
oy iy o State Theory Tests
o Baroque Contest ,\kv 'Yp o .
and Recital ‘% e Original Composition
2 &, Contest
o j T 2
%‘é’;{fv‘;/lson‘m”a Q; & « Ensemble Programs for
> III §  the Texas Music
o Local Annual Recitals «1 | IS Teachers Association
Q]nany themes: Zoo, Contest
alloween, and Www.epmta.org
Around the World) o Performance Contests
o Publication Contest
Teacher Members
WEST EAST HONORARY MEMBERS
Karol Garmon* Lydia Boureslan Sammie Booth
Anna Habicht Sara Cano Edith Faust
Ann R. Hallmark Marian Lumpkin Dr. Marcia Fountain
HaelJi Lee Melissa McAffee
Cara Luffey Pablo Raposo HONORARY MEMBERS
Lauren Martinez Diane Sarrels (IN MEMORY)
Mary Diane Morrow* Dr. Stefan Bardas
Judi Wilkinson NORTHEAST Abraham Chavez
Faith Wu-Yapp Aurora Aguilar David Faust
Betty Bassuk Dr. Richard Henderson
CENTRAL Irma Kluck*
Johanna Bopp UPPER VALLEY Dr. Arryl Paul
Dr. Esequiel Meza, D.M.A. Andrea Davis Mabel Prager
Michael Salzman
KERN-MISSION HILLS UTEP Mary Lou Wade
Gloria Flores Dr. Nayeli Dousa
Dr. Dena Kay Jones ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
CITY-WIDE Dr. Joseph Lecher Mark Watts
Irmadelina Mendez Frederick Kluck
Al Murillo LAS CRUCES
Alfredo Poblano Jung-Won Shin* BUSINESS MEMBERS
Dr. Laura Spitzer Bertie’s Music Sales and Repairs
Craig & Nadya Russell,
ONLINE Piano Technicians
Crystal Oddo Olivas Music

White’s Music Box

Karol Garmon, President
(915) 205-0210

*NTCM- Nationally Certified Teacher of Music
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Lisa Elbjorn

REALTOR®

915 549-2155

SandycMesser
ASSOCTATES

w e /e

Laundry - Cleaners

lisaelbjorn@gmail.com
www.sandymesser.com
915.833.6111-fax
915.833.9461

855 N. Resler #C

@ mLs. =)

El Paso’s Eco-Friendly Cleaner

We take great pride in our long history of
growth and our commitment to great
quality and customer service. Allow us to
University Hills Plaza :
3800 N, Mosa, Suite B-1 keep your garments fresh and clean while
El Paso, Texas 79902 keeping it environmentally friendly.

(915) 533-1811
www.supremelaundrycleaners.com

Therapeutic Optometrists e 2630 E. Yandell Dr.
Vision Specialists/Treatment of Eye Disease i&‘qm

wehir 915) 565 - 1407
Office Hours by Appointment l:.vﬂ - ( ] “

We accept most Insurance including Medicare &

Joi Y
www.UniversityVisionCentre.com (=15 o a ’

Dr. John L. Ellis IT
Dr. Ammon D. Garner

A touch of

sparkle for
a night of
beautiful =

......

2 Johnson Jewelers
5 “I want to be your Jeweler..."”

5860 N. Mesa 915-833-1415
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Contributors

The El Paso Symphony family is pleased to acknowledge the following contributors to the
EPSO Annual Fund, EPSYOs and Tocando.
To all of you, our sincerest thanks for your generosity.

FOUNDERS ($20,000 AND UP)
Karin Carson Brooks Family Foundation
The Cardwell Foundation
Becky & Bill Holmes
Hunt Companies, Inc.
Huthsteiner Fine Arts Trust
Kemp Smith Law
Wilma Moleen Foundation
Panetta Villareal Foundation
The Marlene & J.O. Stewart, Jr. Foundation
Texas Commission on the Arts

PARTNERS ($10,000 TO $19,999)
Marian Apteckar Foundation
El Paso Community Foundation
Hervey Foundation
Walter H. Hightower Foundation
Mithoff Burton Partners
Museums and Cultural Affairs Department

Judy & J. Kirk Robison
J.J. Smith Foundation

DIAMOND CIRCLE ($5,000 TO $9,999)
Agua
Crystal Montessori
Linda A. Shubeck & Darrel W. Dodson
Duck Duck Goose
Cesle & Mamie Dues Foundation
Antonio Ghiselli, M.D.
McAfee Foundation
Robert E. & Evelyn McKee Foundation
Raiz Federal Credit Union
W.L. & Louise E. Seymour Foundation
The Shiloff Family Foundation
Spectrum Technologies
Dr. & Mrs. W.J. Strader
Roy & Marise Textor
Sue & Dr. Doug Woo

CHAIR SPONSORS ($2,500 TO $4,999)
Blake, Nicole & Sue Anderson
Paige & Chris Buechley
Linda & Kerry Ellison
Daniel R. Tovar, LPC NCC & Leo Feuerstein
Debbie Hand
Sue Smith Harrison Family Foundation
Hub International
Lauterbach, Borschow & Co., PC
Marathon Petroleum Company
Novamex
Carl Russell
Wilma Salzman
Southwest Retina Consultants, PA.

Dr. David C. Metrikin, Dr. Jeremy R. Cuthbertson,

Dr. Dinesh Bahl, Dr. Richard Hwang &
Dr. Daniel Kasuga
Dr. Radosveta & James Wells

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE ($1,000 TO $2,499)
Jesse & Ana Allen Fund
Lois & Marcel Bourgon

Lisa Elbjorn
C.B. Burns & Charlie High
Arlene Carroll
Jessica Christianson
Sandra & John Colman
El Paso Electric
Dr. & Mrs. David Gough
Vicki & John Hamilton
Deborah G. Hamlyn
Kristen & Corey Haugland
Ruben Hernandez
Beverly & Ken Jinkerson
Drs. V. Helena Vadi-Latiff & G. Alfonso Latiff
Adair & Dee Margo
Katie & Gary McCrory
Michele Miller
Doris Poessiger
Dr. Roberto Prieto
Dr. & Mrs. Galo A. Rodarte
Mr. & Mrs. Andres Sandoval
Doug Schwartz
Jody Polk Schwartz
Drs. Jie Wu & Miguel Terrazas
Adolfo & Myrna Torres
Marshall Carter-Tripp & Richard Tripp, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Max Villaronga
Janet & Randy Wechter
Anita & Elliott Werner
Katherine & Jeff Weikert
Beverly & William Weston
Secret & Carl Wherrett

OVERTURE CIRCLE ($500 TO $999)
Rosalia Beltran
Donald Bonneau
Joe Conzelman
CultureSpan Marketing
Dr. Marcia T. Fountain
Gordon, Davis, Johnson & Shane P.C.
Ann & Charles Horak
Jordon Foster Construction
Ted F. Kopecky
Drs. Fay LaFon & Robert Postma
Phyllis Saltzstein
Strickler & Prieto, LLP
Drs. Stanislaus & Beatrice T. Ting
Edith S. Zanker Fund



Contributors

OPUS CIRCLE ($350 TO $499)
Dr. Angélica Aurora Nufiez

CONTRIBUTORS ($200 TO $349)
Ruth A. Bassett
Carter Berumen
Mary Dare & Oren Ellis
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Felix
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Garven
Ann Hallmark
Rosemary V. Neill
Dr. & Mrs. Javier Ruiz
Anne Marie Sobin

FRIENDS ($100TO $199)
Kumi Barcena
Carmen Byers

Rose & Orest Chalupa
City Bank of El Paso
Shawn Cochran
Dana Properties
Caryl & David Fickett
Sandra Hoover
Eileen Hovis
Marivi & Charles Isaac
Gloria Lavis
Annette Lawrence
Cathy Macias
Dr. & Mrs. John L. Mann
Joyce McCabe
David Mills
Julieta Paez
Serena Proffitt
Claire & Donald Romani
Ellen M. Saad
Rami & Tom Scully
James Tomaka
Anne & John Walker
Jennifer Woo

UNDER $100
EPSO wishes to thank our many supporters
whose donations benefit our organization

EVENT TABLE SPONSORS ($1,000 and up)
Closet Factory
CultureSpan Marketing
El Paso Inc.

Tony Ghiselli
Debbie Hand
Kemp Smith Law Firm
Hub International
Hunt Companies
Lauterbach Borschow & Co. PC
Marathon
Mattress Firm
Katie & Gary McCrory

Novamex
PNC Bank
Peter Piper Pizza
Raiz Federal Credit Union
Stewart Title
Technimark
TECMA
WestStar
Dr. & Mrs. Douglas Woo

EL PASO SYMPHONY YOUTH ORCHESTRA

FOUNDERS ($20,000+)
EPISD (in-kind)

PARTNERS ($10,000 TO $19,999)
El Paso Live
Marathon Petroleum Corporation
Mary L. Peyton Foundation

DIAMOND CIRCLE ($5,000 TO $9,999)
Paige & Chris Buechley
El Paso Community Foundation
Huthsteiner Fine Arts Trust
Keating Fund
Robert E. & Evelyn McKee Foundation
Troller Fund

RUBY CIRCLE ($2,500 TO $4,999)

EMERALD CIRCLE ($1,000 TO $2,499)
Judy & J. Kirk Robison

SAPPHIRE CIRCLE ($500 TO $999)
Bauer Printing & Graphics
Sylvia Davidson
Debbie Hand
Kristen & Corey Haugland
Dr. Stuart W. Kahn
Anne Christine McMorrow
Roy & Marise Textor
Sofia Wall
Jennifer Woo
Sue & Dr. Douglas Woo

OPAL CIRCLE ($350 TO $499)
Lorraine Huit

CONTRIBUTORS ($200 TO $349)
Doris Poessiger
Dr. & Mrs. Javier Ruiz
Mr. & Mrs. William D. Sanders
Isha Rogers Santamaria
Anita & Elliott Werner
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Contributors

FRIENDS ($100TO $199)
Sallie & John Broaddus
Sharon Butterworth
Caryl & David Fickett
Beth & Harold Hahn
Cindy & George Harrington
Mr. & Ms. Masayuki lyanaga
Claire & Don Romani
Lilian S. Waddell

TOCANDO SUPPORTERS

FOUNDERS ($20,000+)
PlayUSA Initiative of Carnegie Hall’s Weill
Music Institute
EPISD (in-kind)

Texas Partnership for Out of School Time
OST CARES

PARTNERS ($10,000 TO $19,999)
Paige & Chris Buechley
Marathon Petroleum Company
Mary L. Peyton Foundation
PNC Bank

DIAMOND CIRCLE ($5,000 TO $9,999)
Rosalia Beltran
Huthsteiner Fine Arts Trust
Pincus Family Foundation
Stern Perpetual Foundation
Texas Commission on the Arts

RUBY CIRCLE ($2,500 TO $4,999)
EMERALD CIRCLE ($1,000 TO $2,499)

Breann & Tony Fierro
Judy & Kirk Robison
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SAPPHIRE CIRCLE ($500 TO $999)
Ann & Charles Horak
Margie Melby
Pamela Fierro Ninos
Hector & Lorez Curlin Retta
Shari & Stuart Schwartz
Roy & Marise Textor
Mr. & Mrs. Max Villaronga

OPAL CIRCLE ($350 TO $499)
Kristen & Corey Haugland

CONTRIBUTORS ($200 TO $349)
Riccardo Barraza
Annette Lawrence
Mary Jane Maus
Norma & Mark Portillo
Blanca & Fred Powers
Sharon Robinet
James Salome
Anita & Elliott Werner

FRIENDS ($100 TO $199)
Mary Margaret Adame
Leslie & Robert Beckoff

Martha & Cliff Eisenberg

Caryl & David Fickett
Alma Rosa & Gustavo Ganem
John Kevin Lynch Jr.
Angela Mora
Shelley & William Saab
Louann Sanders
The Tanabe Family
Angie & Steve Tures
Sharon Veloz




Patron Information

The El Paso Symphony Office is located on
the northeast side of the Abraham Chavez
Theatre.

One Civic Center Plaza

El Paso, Texas 79901

Office hours are 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday. The Symphony Office
phone number is (915) 532-EPSO (3776).

The Plaza Theatre Box Office phone
number is (915) 231-1100. It is active
during concert days only.

Conditions of entry. Destination El Paso
reserves the right to conduct an inspection
on any bags, clothing, or other Items at
entry point or within any of their venues at
any time. Searching for restricted items is

a condition of entry to protect the safety

of all patrons attending an event at any

of the Destination El Paso venues. Use of
hand held metal detectors (HHMDs) will

be administered after completion of initial
bag check. (All items must be removed
from pockets and held in hands; with arms
spread at shoulder height) Failure to comply
with bag checks and HHMD checks will
result in denial of entry into any Destination
El Paso Venue.

An Elevator is located in the Axelson Lobby
of the Plaza Theatre.

Restrooms are located on all three levels in
the theater.

Smoking is not permitted in the theater.

Refreshments are available in the theater
lobby.

Medical aid is available by contacting any
theater usher.

Persons who are hearing impaired may
notify the Symphony Office for hook-up to
the TDD.

The use of recording devices and
cameras is strictly prohibited at all
performances. The theater reserves the
right to confiscate such equipment to be
returned following the performance.

Emergency medical personnel should
leave their name and seat number with
the theater manager. All beepers, radios,
pagers and telephones must be left with

the attendant on duty. This service is
provided for emergency medical personnel
only! Fire exits are located throughout the
theater. In case of an emergency, please
use only those doors with a lighted red exit
sign for leaving the theater. Do not use
elevator in case of an emergency.

Parking is available in the Convention
Center parking garage and Mills Plaza
parking garage for a fee. Free street parking
is available in various locations near the
theater. Please allow ample time for
parking. Theater doors open an hour-and-
a-half prior to the start of the performance.

Lost or stolen property is not the
responsibility of the theater or the El Paso
Symphony. Should something be lost or
stolen, please notify theater security at
(915) 534-0626.

As a courtesy to other audience members
and the performers, no children under 4
years of age will be admitted to Classical
Subscription Concerts. Children will not
be admitted even if tickets have already
been purchased. We thank you for your
cooperation.

BEFORE THE DOWNBEAT, PLEASE
REMEMBERTO TURN OFF ANYTHING
THAT BEEPS, BLINKS OR RINGS - CELL
PHONES, PAGERS, WATCHES, AND VIDEO
GAME DEVICES. OTHER MEMBERS OF THE
AUDIENCE AND THE PERFORMERS THANK
YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.

Want to learn more about the
ﬁm_qmm?

Join us 6:30pm in the
Philanthropy Theatre prior to
each classical concert for

OPENING NOTES

Follow us on

fieoy
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EL PASO SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

FOUNDATION

Pheserve cur Filure:

Starting a named fund within the El Paso Symphony Orchestra
Foundation is a simple and essential way to ensure the legacy of the
El Paso Symphony Orchestra for future generations.

top The Phasic Plaging !

Foundation Legacy Fund established to support annual operating
needs and priorities.
The Betty Jo & Robert Morris Graham, Sr. Charitable Endowment Fund
The Hugh K. Frederick, Jr. Fund - The Carolyn & David Gough Fund
The Ruth Ellen Jacobson Podium Chair - The Judy & Morton Leonard Fund
The Evelyn & Edward Schwartz Fund

Musician Development Fund created to ensure resources are
available to maintain musician salaries, endow chairs, recruit and train new
musicians, and maintain our music library.

The Julian Sadowski Violin Fund

Young Artists Fund created to support the operating and capital
needs of the El Paso Symphony Youth Orchestras.
The Robert & Sara Shiloff Fund

With a minimum donation you can create your own named fund. Grow your fund
through continued personal gifts or invite your family and friends to contribute to
your fund. Let us help you get started! Give our office a call at (915) 532-3776.



Remembering/ Honoring

REMEMBERING HONORING
ANGEL BELTRAN, JR. CAROLYN & DAVID GOUGH
Patsy Olivas Martini & Steve DeGroat
WAIVA JEAN BOWERS MARY BETH & RICHARD MCCALLUM
Beth & Harold Hahn Martini & Steve DeGroat
BRUCE HALLMARK BLANCA POWERS
Ann Hallmark Pamela Ninos
DR. ANTHONY J. FASSI, JR. HECTOR AND LOREZ CURLIN RETTA
Clare Duci Pamela Ninos
Renee Duci
Eric & Geri Hamel and family JUDY & KIRK ROBISON
Kathy Holdener Martini & Steve DeGroat
Liz Jones-Dilworth
Kelly Lawrence MARLENE STEWART
James W. McNally & Donna M. Jackman Jody Schwartz
Ruta & Dick Strader
ADRIAN RIOS
EPSO Percussion RUTA & DICK STRADER

Martini & Steve DeGroat

EL PASO SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Monday, April 6, 2026

1:00 pm Swing Fore the Symphony
Golf Tournament

6:00 pm Dinner and NCAA Men's
Basketball Championship Game

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Call (915)532-3776

or visit epso.org + -
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Music adds an exclamation point to our lives.

Mithoff Burton Partners
celebrates the El Paso Symphony Orchestra

in their 95th season.

M:P

MITHOFF
BURTON
PARTNERS

Good work for good clients. Since 1931.

MithoffBurton.com



Services & In-Kind Contributions

Cardwell Foundation, Hunt Companies, Inc., Huthsteiner Fine Arts Trust, Kemp Smith
Law, Mithoff Burton Partners, Spectrum Technologies are the Official Season Sponsors

of the El Paso Symphony.

Rita Baca
Bahama Buck's
Rosalia Beltran

BPG Bauer Printing & Graphics

C.B.Burns
Carmen Byers
Arlene Carroll

Charles Riverboat Company

Jessica Christianson
Joe Conzelman
Creative Kids
Tomas DelLeon

Lisa Elbjorn

Ella Blu

El Paso Chihuahuas
El Paso Inc.

El Paso Live

El Paso Opera
EPISD

El Paso Locomotive FC
Scott Felix

Fort Worth Zoo
Tony Ghiselli, M.D.
Gladys Gonzalez
Debbie Hand
Ruben Hernandez
Hub International
Ruth Ellen Jacobson
Johnson Jewelers
Kendra Scott

KRWG

KTEP

JoAnn Longoria
Mattress Firm

Gary McCrory

Michele Miller

Mithoff Burton Partners
Michael Montes

Nail Care Cottage
Novamex

Victoria Panetta

Pizza Properties

PGIM

Pittsburgh Steelers
Bohuslav Rattay
Andres Sandoval

Saint Olive Bakery
Santa Fe Opera
Sessions Climbing & Fitness
Spencer Theater for the Performing Arts
Stanton House
Taft-Diaz

TECMA

Stanton Street

Texas Rangers

Marise Textor

Tocando Music Project
Adolfo Torres, Jr.

Total Wine & More
UTEP Dinner Theatre
UTEP Athletics

Amy Valentine Photography
Vanities Jewelry & Gifts
Max Villaronga

Jeffrey Weikert

Western Playland
Secret Fenton Wherrett
Sue Woo

The El Paso Symphony Orchestra Classical Season is presented with the support of the
Museums and Cultural Affairs Department, the Texas Commission on the Arts, and the

National Endowment for the Arts.
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adivision of the El Paso Symphany

-
The El Paso Symphony Orchestra’s Tocando
Music Project is an after-school program that
provides music learning and
performing opportunities to elementary, middle
and high school students.

. Tocando’s mission is to empower children in
challenging social and economic conditions to
improve their sense of community and
opportunity. Music is used as a vehicle for
children to acquire valuable tools of teamwork,
self-confidence, leadership, and academic
success.

Tocando began in September 2013 at Hart Elementary School in El Segundo Barrio. Tocando
expanded to Guillen Middle School in 2017-2018, concentrating on schools in the feeder pattern
of Bowie High School.

Collaborations with UTEP creates a pathway to college for students beginning in elementary
school and continuing throughout their education careers.

Tocando programming takes place T , .
ocando provides opportunities to

Th aftzr—schtogl Il\l/llondl\:zl)gg:rogglr: | perform in the community on many
ursaay a urien Middie Sehoo stages including the Plaza Theatre.

in El Segundo Barrio.

www.tocandomusicproject.org

i3S ARTS Huthsteiner a,ggge,g%gg =

ENDOWMENT 2 Fine Arts Trust foundation
et ~ TXPOST

- DAddario Foundation i
EL PASO J I-= PINCUS
(2 PNCBANK Boww | uaaanion )

FOUNDATION
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BROADWAY 3TEL PASO

A NEDERLANDER PRESENTATION

25/26 SEASON

The New Musical Comed:
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DECEMBER 12-14, 2025

FEBRUARY 18-22, 2026

SIX

THE MUSICAL

LIVE ON STAGE!
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APRIL 3-5, 2026

MAY 1-3, 2026

JUNE 10-14, 2026

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT
BROADWAYINELPASO0.COM

PLAZA

THEATRE
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